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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (7-27-15)

STAGES ST. LOUIS RECEIVES FIRST-TIME FUNDING
FROM WELLS FARGO ADVISORS
(ST. LOUIS) – Wells Fargo Advisors, a company with a rich history of philanthropy in St. Louis, has
awarded STAGES St. Louis a $12,500 grant to support general operating expenses of its theatre arts
programming. STAGES will aim this first-time gift towards the organization’s Urban Arts Initiative
(UAI) program. The program, which dovetails on Wells Fargo Advisors’ commitment to strengthening
communities, provides performing arts education to underserved students in the St. Louis area.
This grant will provide opportunities for UAI students to participate in Summer Performance Workshops
and attend STAGES Performing Arts Academy production of Annie, Jr. in the spring of 2016. To ensure
that all students are given an equal opportunity, UAI students participating in STAGES’ Summer
Performance Workshops will be eligible for nearly $5,000 worth of scholarships and will be driven to and
from daily rehearsals by STAGES’ Education staff. Without these accommodations, many students would
be unable to attend such programs.
“We are thrilled to be able to call Wells Fargo Advisors our partner. This grant will allow STAGES to
continue providing students throughout the community an opportunity to participate in the magic of
Musical Theatre. These experiences are often transformative and life-altering,” stated Marilyn Sheperd,
Director of Development at STAGES St. Louis.
Through the STAGES Urban Arts Initiative, STAGES brings its educational outreach programs to nearly
30 urban schools and community groups, including Marian Middle School, City Academy School,
Howard Park School, the Herbert Hoover Boys and Girls Club, and more. Since 2004, STAGES UAI has
conducted more than 200 programs ranging from one-hour workshops to full-semester residencies, for
free or at reduced cost, to over 3,800 underserved students. Thousands of additional students are reached
through public performances at partner sites. These STAGES workshops and residencies introduce
underserved students to the magic of Musical Theatre and the empowering potential of an arts experience.

STAGES St. Louis is the region's foremost not-for-profit company committed to preserving and advancing
the art form of Musical Theatre through excellence in performance and education. In
2015, STAGES celebrates its 29th year of producing Broadway-quality theatre, presenting 144
performances from May through October to nearly 50,000 patrons, during its mainstage season.
-More-

About Wells Fargo Advisors
Wells Fargo Advisors, a non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company, is one of the nation’s premier
financial services firms serving and advising clients nationwide through more than 15,000 Financial
Advisors. Our advisors work with clients to understand their needs and life goals and then help them
develop individual investment plans and investment portfolios that are easy to understand and monitor.
Wells Fargo Advisors often speaks of its commitment to helping clients succeed financially. In St. Louis,
this vision translates to advancing economic opportunity, prosperity, and improved quality of life for
everyone.
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